On 30 January the Third Reich of Hitler was created
out of Junker intrigue, the menace of both a Communist
revolution and a military putsch, the fear of scandal over
a few squandered millions, the pertinacity of the National
Socialist leaders, and the guiding hand of a Catholic
nobleman.
Immediately after the world learned of Hitler's appoint-
ment as Chancellor of the German Reich, the Constitution
of his Cabinet was announced: Franz von Papen, Vice-
Chancellor; Alfred Hugenberg, Minister of Economics;
Franz Seldte (leader of the Stahlhelm}^ Minister of Labour;
General Baron Werner von Blomberg, Minister of Defence ;
Count Lutz von Schwerin-Krosigk, Minister of Finance;
Franz. Gurtner, Minister of Justice; Baron von Eltz-
Rubenach, Minister of Posts and Transport; Giinther
Gerecke (Hindenburg's election campaign manager). Mini-
ster for Employment; Baron Konstantin von Neurath,
Foreign Secretary; Dr. Wilhelm Frick, Minister of the
Interior; and Captain Hermann Goring, Minister without
Portfolio.'
Frick and Goring were the only two Nazis in the Cabinet;
the rest were all thorough-going Junkers, many of whom
had held office in Papen's and Schleicher's Cabinets, while
all were friends of Hindenburg and Papen, and most were
members of the Herrenklub.
As a sine qua non of taking office, Adolf Hitler demanded
that the Reichstag should be dissolved and new elections
held to show the world that Germany was behind his Govern-
ment. To this Hindenburg agreed, having first adjured the
Cabinet to " go forward with God " in their deliberations,
This demand for a ratification of the President's act in
calling him to power, was the most astute move that
Hitler has ever made, for his position as Chancellor gave
him the finance and machinery of the State, such as broad-
casting and police, with which to fight the elections, for
Party had become State. Papen, although he was not
yet to know it, was already outmanoeuvred.
This new Government of National concentration was
at first not looked upon as truly National Socialist The